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Join the Dots  – Summary & Next Steps 

This amazing day was planned, 
designed and delivered by you, 
the youth sector of the Barwon 
region. Congratulations, and 
thank you.  
  
Mo was an inspirational facilitator, sharing his stories, but also acknowledging the 
depth of experience and expertise from the 80+ people in the room. Peter Bull 
from DEECD revealed some of the latest tools and activities of young people in 
the world of technology. After morning tea four workshops explored youth 
participation in various forms, facilitated by our local practitioners (notes from the 
workshops are available on request). At lunch we were entertained by young 
performers Jonathon Schuster and Tom Russell, and the day ended with an 
innovative open forum session that explored Big Ideas for young people in the 
Barwon region. An overview of this session is outlined over the page, including 
contact details – your ongoing involvement would be welcomed to help realise 
these ideas in 2010.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What is happening about the Big Ideas? 
 
Youth Hub   A range of services in one place in North Geelong utilising existing 
infrastructure, ensuring young people’s involvement (34 votes) 
Contact: David Burke, dburke@geelongcity.vic.gov.au 
Next steps: A preliminary working group was created at the forum, new members 
welcome. Research and consultation with young people will be undertaken by 
CoGG as part of the investigation into use of old Information Centre.  
 
Youth led forum  Form a group of young people to identify issues, gather 
information and create ideas. Send message to general community that young 
people have lots to offer, and highlight positives (23 votes) 
Contact: Liz Everist, liz.everist@dpcd.vic.gov.au 
Next steps: Determine interest from young people. Involve Schools, Alternate 
Education providers, Health Hubs/Services, Jigsaw/Clockwork/Headspace, Youth 
organisations, Local Governments. (Incorporate in Geelong Better Youth 
Services Pilot if appropriate.) 
 
Alternative education  for disengaged young people aged between 10 and 14 
years with potential use of a farm setting. Model to include small groups, 
personalised learning, peer support, and pathways to opportunities. (22 votes) 
Contact: Mel Taylor, mel@batforce.org.au 
Next Steps: Ensure link to DEECD policy and outcomes of Alternative Education 
Report, when available. 
  
Harnessing technology  to engage young people (18 votes) 
Contact: Liz Everist, liz.everist@dpcd.vic.gov.au 
Next steps: As an in-kind contribution to the forum follow-up, DEECD Ultranet 
Coaches will provide training regarding Facebook, Twitter and YouTube etc. and 
how young people use them. Information will be distributed via networks for this 
training opportunity in 2010. 
 
Celebrate diversity  with a whole of community, regional event, specifically 
designed for same sex attracted young people and involving young people in the 
planning and development – eg. “Mini Midsumma”(14 votes) 
Contact: Jami Jones, jjones@geelongcity.vic.gov.au 
Next steps: Establish Working Group, secure funding and partners. 
 
Your Say Our Say  Increase decision making and influence of young people. 
Increase participation, especially in government. Internet-based, eg. a website to 
link young people with policy at Local, State, Federal and International levels. 
Link to Education. (11 votes) 
Contact: Fi Lorimer fiona.lorimer@mackillop.org.au 
Next steps: Find resources for site development and maintenance – offers of 
assistance welcome… 
  
The Amazing Race  Use the opportunity to link young people from different 
geographical locations, a challenge rather than a race, with teams from diverse 
communities. Pilot in National Youth Week 2010. (9 votes) 
Contact: Cass Langdon clangdon@geelongcity.vic.gov.au 
Next steps: Establish Working Group, secure further funding (some already 
available) and partners. 
 
Further updates will be sent as projects develop throughout 2010. 


